The Spotted Eagle Ray Aetobatus narinari (Euphrasen) occurs commonly in mangrove swamps throughout the tropical regions of the world. Included in the list of parasites reported previously in A. narinari are 3 species of Acanthobothrium van Beneden, 1849. During a preliminary study of the parasite biodiversity of Cosa Rican elasmobranchs, we discovered a previously undescribed species of Acanthobothrium inhabiting A. narinari in the mangrove swamps of the northern Gulf of Nicoya.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Stingrays were collected in mid-afternoon at low tide using a beach seine stretched across a channel leading from a mangrove stand into the main channel of the Gulf of Nicoya. Cestodes were relaxed in sea water, killed in a relaxed condition with hot water, fixed immediately with AFA and stored in 70% ethanol. Whole mounts were stained with Mayer's hematoxylin. Serial cross sections of proglottides and scoleces were cut 7 MAm thick, stained with Mayer's hematoxylin and counterstained with eosin. Whole mounts and cross sections were mounted in Canada balsam. All measurements are in Mm unless otherwise noted. USNM Helm. Coll. refers to the U.S. National Museum Helminthological Collection, Beltsville, Maryland; MNHG refers to the Museum of Natural History, Geneva, Switzerland. 
